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Introduction 5

Old Testament, Chapter IV, Section 1, does not, of course,
stand by itself; it is an introduction to Chapter IV, Section 2
and to Chapter V. The discussion in Chapter IV, Section 1
depends to a great extent on the work of M. Kline (and
others, such as K. A. Kitchen). I have tried to utilize the
model which Kline has constructed in analyzing I Samuel 12,
I Samuel 8-12. If some new light is thrown on these peri-
copes in this way, that in turn can argue that Kline has
constructed his model correctly.

Fourthly, Chapter V is chiefly concerned with the impli-
cations which the covenantal character of I Samuel 11:14-
12:25 may have for the literary critical assessment of I Sam-
uel 8-12. It is not our purpose, in this chapter, to discuss
literary critical matters which are not closely related to the
covenantal perspective provided by I Samuel 11:14-12:15. It
is our position that the tensions and irregularities between
various segments of I Samuel 8-12 which have been pointed
out and discussed by many, are not of a sort which requires
one to conclude that contradictory sources have been linked
together in this section of I Samuel. Where such matters have
been raised in connection with specific statements in I Sam-
uel 11:14-12:25 on which the covenant form has no particu-
lar bearing, they are discussed in our exegetical discussions of
Chapters I and II.
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PART I

TRANSLATION AND EXEGESIS OF I SAMUEL
11:14-12:25 WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON
JURIDICAL AND COVENANT TERMINOLOGY AND

CONCEPTS
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PART II

LITERARY-CRITICAL AND GENRE-HISTORICAL
ANALYSIS OF I SAMUEL 11:14-12:25
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The Covenant Form in the Old Testament 191

Deuteronomy becomes extremely significant, for it is obvious
that a 7th century date for its origin eliminates the possibility
of its having provided a formative influence on the state-
ments and proceedings of the Gilgal assembly. Are these
statements and proceedings to be considered as historical
realities, or as the creation of a late deuteronomistic his-
torian? It is our position that the presence of the covenant
form in the chapter is not a hindrance for considering the
chapter as the record of a historical reality, that is, a cove-
nant renewal ceremony at the time of the establishment of
kingship in Israel. Although the acceptance of the Mosaic
origin of Deuteronomy on the basis of the form critical
argument derived from the treaty-covenant analogy has not
been widespread, there has been an increasing willingness on
the part of various scholars to accept the view that at least a
Grundschrift of the book had its roots in the covenant
traditions of Shechem associated with the tribal confederacy,
and thus originated in the time prior to the rise of the
monarchy and prior to the Gilgal assembly.!*® It is our
position that the “deuteronomic” character of the chapter is
best explained as a product of a deeply rooted living cove-
nant tradition in the life of Israel prior to the monarchy and
thus as representative of the events of the assembly itself
rather than a late literary construct created to serve certain
theological interests.

146. See above, Chapter IV, Section 1,D.
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Translation 269

peoples, that the danger existed that Israel by the use of this title would
also fill the rulership of Yahweh with a content that was in conflict with
the revelation of Yahweh.”

p- 80, n. 60

Koolhaas: ‘““Although the above mentioned facts, viewed historically,
certainly are valid as arguments for the late rise of kingship in Israel, yet
this is not the viewpoint of the Old Testament, which regards the late
rise of the kingship not as an historical, but rather as a principial
question. Israel was chosen by Yahweh to be his possession, over which
He Himself was king and in whose midst He lived, of which the ark as
his throne was the sign. The fact that Israel lived for so long a time
without a human king, is attributable primarily to the kingship of
Yahweh."”

p- 82, n. 64

Goslinga: “Because the people did not want to enter Canaan, they placed
themselves actually outside the covenant with Yahweh, who precisely for
this reason had led them out of the bondage of Egypt. The LORD did
not annul the covenant as such, but places the ban on the generation that
came out of Egypt, and also their children, which ban will be lifted only
when the older generation is entirely gone. The ‘bearing of harlotries’ of
the fathers undoubtedly included that the children might not be circum-
cised. . . . As an indication that the covenant relationship is presently
again completely normal the LORD now permits those that miss the sign
of the covenant to be circumcised. He thereby receives them as His people
in the place of their disobedient fathers (v. 7).”

p. 83, n. 65

Goslinga: ““The command to circumcise then goes out from God Him-
self. He thus renews His covenant with Israel and assures the people
afterwards by the Passover, that He is their covenant partner in the
coming battle.”

p. 86

Goslinga: “‘On the question of what precisely we are to think about the
words 12'9™M etc. is probably to be answered, that Saul is anointed by
Samuel. The LXX says kat éxpioev Sauovnh ékew Tov ZaovA and the drop-
ping out of the Hebrew equivalent is very conceivable as a homoceotel-
euton (9R). Strongly in favor of this reading (in any case for its actual
content) is the fact that Saul immediately thereafter, 12:3, 5, but also later
is named with great emphasis the anointed of Yahweh (24:7; 26:9;
II 1:16), and that David according to II 2:4; 5:3 was also publicly
anointed.”
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